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2008 Maryland General Assembly

Session Wrap-Up

The FY 2009 Budget

Increases in Addiction Treatment Services include:
· $1.9 million for a 1.5% inflationary adjustment;
· $1.1 million to increase capacity for residential treatment for people with co-occurring disorders ordered to treatment by courts; and
· $1.4 million for the statewide buprenorphine initiative – this includes $750,000 for the annualization of a previous allocation and $650,000 to expand the initiative
Workforce Development

House Bill 459/Senate Bill 502 - State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists - Sunset Extension and Revisions:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· Increases the number of members on the Board of Professional Counselors, specifically increasing from 1 to 3 the number of regular board members representing alcohol and drug counselors

Senate Bill 882 - Certified Professional, Associate, and Supervised Counselors-Alcohol and Drug – Qualifications:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· Allows the Board of Professional Counselors to waive the requirement that applicants for certification have a certain number of years of supervised experienced post-degree if the applicant has at least 5 years of supervised experience prior to obtaining the required degree

Funding and Prevention
House Bill 1310/Senate Bill 562 - Alcoholic Beverage Tax - Special Fund for Adult and Adolescent Addiction Treatment and Prevention Services:  FAILED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· Would have raised $60 million for addiction treatment and prevention services by increasing the tax on alcoholic beverages

House Bill 879/Senate Bill 745 - Alcoholic Beverages - Definitions – Beer:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland opposed this legislation

· Codifies the current practice of regulating flavored malt beverages (a.k.a. alcopops) as beer, maintaining its current wide distribution through retailers with beer licenses and the low price due to the low tax
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Removing Barriers to Recovery

House Bill 685/Senate Bill 695 - Police and Court Records - Nuisance Crimes – Expungement:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation

· Allows people convicted of certain minor crimes, such as loitering, vagrancy and panhandling, to apply for expungement of that crime after their sentence has been completed

House Bill 1123/Senate Bill 698 - Criminal Procedure - Occupational Licenses or Certificates - Issuance of a Certificate of Relief from Disabilities:  FAILED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· Would have allowed for the issuance of a certificate of relief from disabilities to assist in a person’s application for an occupational license granted by the State

House Bill 845/Senate Bill 552 - Criminal Procedure - Penalties - The "Smart on Crime" Act:  FAILED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· Would have reduced the penalties on certain drug possession crimes

Government Infrastructure and Oversight
House Bill 450 - Department of Health and Mental Hygiene - Behavioral Health and Disabilities:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation

· Creates a new Deputy Secretary of Behavioral Health and Disabilities within DHMH to oversee and coordinate programs in the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration, the Mental Hygiene Administration, and the Developmental Disabilities Administration

House Bill 215 - Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Programs - Outcomes Evaluation:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation

· Removes the requirement that ADAA evaluate programs that do no receive public funding and puts in statute the national outcome measures

House Bill 453 - Advisory Committee to Coordinate the Public Health System and Drug Treatment Funded by the Medical Assistance Program:  FAILED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation

· Would have created an advisory committee to help examine and make recommendations related to accessing addiction treatment services through Medicaid

Other Legislation of Interest
HB 35/SB 19 – Would have restricted the siting of medication assisted treatment programs in Anne Arundel County:  NCADD-Maryland opposed the bill > FAILED

HB 1300 – Would have required applicants for and recipients of Temporary Cash Assistance to take a drug test to receive assistance:  NCADD-Maryland opposed the bill > FAILED
HB 1390 – Would have provided limited immunity to people seeking medical attention for themselves or others experiencing an overdose:  NCADD-Maryland supported the bill > FAILED

SB 82 – Would have provided $250,000 for treatment of problem gambling:  NCADD-Maryland supported the bill > FAILED 
HB 525 – Creates an Advisory Council to make recommendations on establishing a prescription drug monitoring program:  NCADD-Maryland monitored the bill > PASSED
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