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2009 Maryland General Assembly

Session Wrap-Up

Treatment Funding
House Bill 739/Senate Bill 952 – Maryland Medical Assistance Program - Substance Abuse Services:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation with amendments

· The new law makes addiction treatment a covered benefit for Primary Adult Care (PAC) enrollees and increases Medicaid reimbursement rates across the board for treatment.  These changes are funded by transferring $3.34 million in FY 2010 from ADAA.  The changes go into effect January 2010.

· NCADD-Maryland will monitor the impact the shifting of blockgrant dollars into Medicaid has on programs and services, and will continue to work with DHMH and MCOs to improve treatment through Maryland’s HealthChoice system.

House Bill 1096 – Department of Health and Mental Hygiene - Substance Abuse Services:  FAILED – NCADD-Maryland expressed concern about this legislation
· The bill proposed to carve out addiction treatment services from HealthChoice and have funding managed by one administrative service organization.  The bill was introduced for discussion purposes only but will result in on-going meetings with stakeholders to examine how treatment is funded.
House Bill 791/Senate Bill 729 – Alcoholic Beverage Tax - Increase and Distribution of Funds:  FAILED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· This legislation proposed to increase the taxes on beer, wine and distilled spirits and dedicate almost $30 million annually to provide treatment and prevention services for adolescents and adults, including services to people with co-occurring disorders. Another almost $30 million would have been used to provide services to people with developmental disabilities.
Prevention
HB 1180/SB 786 – Alcoholic Beverages - Enhanced Beer:  FAILED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· The proposal would have defined alcopops as “enhanced beer” and limited their distribution to retailers with liquor licenses, thus reducing access by minors.
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Removing Barriers to Recovery

HB 637/SB 908 – Task Force on Prisoner Reentry:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· This law creates a task force to examine issues related to ex-offenders re-entering the community.  NCADD-Maryland will monitor the work of this task force.
HB 635 – Criminal Procedure - Occupational Licenses or Certificates - Criminal Conviction:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· As enacted, this law will prevent State occupational boards from denying licenses to people solely on the fact that they have had a criminal conviction.  Boards will have to consider a number of factors related to the crime and the license being sought in their decisions.

Harm Reduction
HB 1273 – Criminal Procedure - Medical Emergency After Alcohol or Drug Ingestion - Mitigating Factor:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· As introduced, this legislation would have granted limited immunity to certain people who seek emergency medical assistance for someone experiencing an overdose.  As passed, the act of seeking emergency assistance can be used as a mitigating factor in sentencing.

Other Legislation of Interest
HB 1347 – Criminal Procedure - Drug or Alcohol Abuse - Court-Ordered Evaluation and Treatment of Defendant:  PASSED – NCADD-Maryland supported this legislation
· This law will allow judges to order a §8-505 assessment and make a §8-507 referral to treatment for offenders who violate probation.  This will be especially beneficial to those on probation who have positive drug tests, as the law until now did not allow a judge to make the referral to treatment.
The FY 2009 Budget

Governor O’Malley included in his proposed FY 2010 budget a 0.9% inflationary increase for addiction treatment services.  The General Assembly did not cut the proposed increase, but the budget committees made a $1 million reduction to treatment because of unspent funding at the local level that was reverted back to the state.
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