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MARYLAND




                                       2010 LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP
Treatment and Prevention Bills
Office of the Governor- State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council- Establishing the State Drug and Alcohol Abuse Council in the Office of the Governor, providing membership of the Council, requiring the Governor to designate the chair of the council, providing for the terms of the members of the Council, authorizing the Council to adopt procedures and consult with State agencies; providing for the purpose and duties of the Council. 
NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Support  House Bill 219
House Bill 219- Passed House 139-0

Senate Bill       -Passed Senate 45-0

On to the Governor
The Lorraine Sheehan Health and Community Services Act of 2010. Legislation proposes to increase Maryland Alcoholic beverage tax to .10/per drink, and dedicate the additional revenue (approximately $214milion) to addiction treatment, developmental disabilities, mental health benefits and Medicaid benefits
NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Support House Bill 791 and Senate Bill 729

House Bill 832- Ways & Means , HGO failed with no vote in committee

Senate Bill 717- Budget &Tax , failed with no vote in committee

Recovery Support Bills
Correctional Services- Prerelease Unit- Inmate Aftercare Plans. Legislation would require the Commissioner of Correction to operate a prerelease unity; develop specific prerelease services and make the services available to inmates of the prerelease unit, develop an aftercare plan for an inmate before the inmate is released from the prerelease unit.
NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Support House Bill 142, Support Senate Bill 183
House Bill 142- Unfavorable JUD

Senate Bill 183- Unfavorable JPR

State Personnel-Applicants for Employment-Criminal History Records Checks, commonly referred to as “Ban the Box”- Legislation proposes to prohibit the Judicial, Executive and Legislative branches of state government from inquiring into the criminal record or criminal history of an applicant for employment until the applicant is selected for an interview.
NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Support House Bill 749, Support Senate Bill 581
House Bill 749- Unfavorable APP

Senate Bill 581- FIN Died without vote
Election Law-Voting by Felons at Polling Places-Prohibition. Legislation would require an individual who is a felon only be allowed to vote via absentee ballot system. Bill also proposes to limit a provision of the law allowing specified registered offenders to enter school property for the purpose of voting only to registered offenders who are
Not felons.
NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Oppose
Withdrawn

Profession and Insurance Issues
Health Insurance-Mental Health Benefits- Group Health Plans. Legislation proposes to bring current Maryland law into compliance with certain aspects of federal parity law.
NCADD-Maryland’s Position > Support with Amendments> Senate Bill 57

Senate Bill 57- Passed Senate 47-0           On to the Governor
                          Passed House 140-0

 Health Occupation Boards- Revisions. Legislation requires health occupation boards to provide notification to licensees of board vacancies; requiring boards to collect specified racial and ethnic information; requiring that members of boards reasonably reflect the geographic, racial, ethnic, cultural and gender diversity of the State; requiring specified boards to develop a specified training process and materials for Board members, etc.
NCADD- Maryland’s Position> Monitor

HB114- Passed House 139-0, Passed Senate 47-0 On to the Governor

SB 291- Passed Senate 47-0, Passed House 138-0 On to the Governor

Health Occupation Boards and Committees- Consumer Member requirements. Legislation prohibiting consumer members on health occupation boards from being or having been a health care professional or in training to be or from having a household member who is a health care professional or in training, etc.

NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Monitor

Withdrawn
State Licensing Agencies- Justification Statements Required for Fee Increases Proposed by Regulations                                                
Requiring units of State government, when adopting by regulation increases or decreases in fees for licenses to practice any business activity, business or health occupation, or business or health profession licensed or otherwise regulated under State law, to submit to the Joint Committee on Administrative, Executive, and Legislative Review specified information explaining or justifying the reasons for the proposed fee increase or decrease.

NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Monitor
HB 459- Passed House 138-0, Passed Senate 45-0 On to the Governor

SB 454- Passed Senate 47-0, Passed House 138-0  On to the Governor
Maryland  Professional Counselors and Therapists Act-Corrections. Legislation increases the number of credit hours for CPCs from 26 to 27; increasing the number of credit hours for CACs from 20to21
NCADD Maryland’s Position> Monitor

HB 863- Passed house 134-0, Passed Senate 46-0   On to the Governor

State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists-Membership. Legislation clarifying as eligible to serve on the Board, otherwise qualified licensed professional who were grandfathered into licensure.

NCADD-Maryland’s Position> Support with Amendment-amended to include A&D counselors

HB1188- Passed House 141-0, Passed Senate 46-0   On to the Governor
Criminal Justice Bills
Criminal procedure-Extended Sexual Offender Parole Supervision-Conditions of Supervision.

Legislation proposes changing the conditions of parole imposed on an extended parole supervision offender registrant by requiring the registrant to be monitored by global positioning satellite technology while in residential or nonresidential substance abuse treatment, etc.

NCADD Maryland’s Position>Monitor

HB 740- Judiciary- No Vote Taken, Failed

Criminal Law-First Degree Escape- Escape from Drug and Alcohol Treatment Facilities.

Proposed Legislation prohibits a defendant from knowingly escaping from DHMH after a commitment by a court for treatment of alcohol or drug dependency, and  established that a person who violates the Act is guilty of the felony of escape in the first degree.

NCADD Maryland’s Position> Monitor

HB 1035- Judiciary- Unfavorable Report- Failed

Correctional Services- Medication for Chronic or Acute medical Condition- Waiver of Liability.

Authorizing the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services and local correctional facilities to issue medication and prescriptions under specified circumstances to inmates as a component of the inmate release process; prohibiting the Department, local correctional facilities, and specified persons from being held liable for issuing medication or a prescription on an inmate's release under specified circumstances; etc.
NCADD Maryland’s Position > Monitor

SB 86- Passed Senate 47-0, JUD- Died without a vote

Criminal Procedures-Violent Offenders- Parole as Condition for Alcohol or Drug Abuse treatment.

Providing that a defendant who has been sentenced to the Division of Correction after being convicted of a specified violent crime is not eligible for commitment for alcohol or drug abuse treatment until the defendant is eligible for parole.

NCADD Maryland’s Position > Oppose
HB 1414- Unfavorable JUD

SB 695- Passed Senate 44-0, Unfavorable JUD

Gambling Bills
Video Lottery Terminals- BWI Airport

Allowing slot machine gambling at BWI Airport- up to 2,500 machines.

NCADD Maryland’s Position> Monitor

HB 512- Unfavorable W&M

Video Lottery terminals- Expansion to BWI.

Constitutional amendment to allow slot machine gambling at the airport

NCADD Maryland’s Position> Monitor

HB 513- Unfavorable W&M

Video Lottery Gaming- Table Games
Constitutional amendment to allow table games at sites with slot machines.

NCADD Maryland’sPosition > Monitor

HB 608- W&M died without vote

SB 795- B& T died without vote

Gaming-Video Lottery Terminals

Clarifying the authority of the Video Lottery Facility Location Commission to award video lottery operation licenses; altering specified criteria used by the commission for a video lottery operation license; etc.

NCADD Maryland’s Position- Monitor

HB 1077- W&M Died without vote

SB 882- Passed Senate 43-0, Passed House 106-24  On to the Governor

Video Lottery Facility Commission- Financial Impact of Additional Games- Study

Requiring the Video Lottery Facility Commission to conduct a study to assess the financial impact of offering specified games in video lottery facilities; and requiring the Commission to report to the General Assembly on or before January 1, 2011.

NCADD Maryland’s Position- Monitor

SB 522- B&T Died without vote

Video Lottery Terminals- Increase in Number of Terminals and Licenses

Increasing the number of video lottery operation licenses and video lottery terminals that may be awarded by the Video Lottery Facility Location Commission; authorizing the awarding of licenses to holders of specified alcoholic beverage licenses in the state; etc.

NCADD Maryland’s Position > Monitor

HB 1288- Unfavorable W&M

Health Care Bills

Mental Health- Local Correctional Facilities-Incarcerated Individuals with Mental Illness

Legislation would require the managing official of a local correctional facility to provide an inmate who has been

Incarcerated in a local correctional facility for at least 60 days and who has been diagnosed with a mental illness with access to a 30 day supply of medication for the mental illness on the release of the inmate.
NCADD Maryland’s Position> Support

HB1335- Passed House 137-1, Passed Senate 43-1   On to the Governor

SB 761- Passed Senate 45-2, Passed House 134-3     On to the Governor

State Board of Nursing-Nurse Practitioners-Certification Requirements and Authority to Practice.

Legilsation alters requirements for certification as a nurse practitioner; authorizing the State Board of Nursing to establish continuing education or competency requirements, repealing a requirement that the State Board of Physcicians approve the scope of practice of specified nurse practitioners.

NCADD Maryland’s Position> Support

HB 319- Passed House 138-0, Passed Senate 46-0   On to the Governor

SB 484- Passed Senate 46-1, Passed House 132-0    On to the Governor
Public Health and Medical Marijuana.
Legislation would require DHMH to issue a specified request for proposals to select authorized growers of marijuana for medical use; requiring the Department to establish a specified registration program to distribute marijuana for medical purposes; authorizing the Department to charge a reasonable fee for a permit; etc.

Proposed Fees: Grower- $100,000 per permit, Distributor- TBD, Patient- nominal Fee

NCADD Maryland’s Position > Monitor

HB 712- HGO and JUD, died without vote

SB 627- Passed Senate 35-12, House Rules, died without vote

Drug Schedules- Marijuana

Legislation proposed to move marijuana from the Schedule I list of controlled dangerous substances to Schedule II.

NCADD Maryland’s Position > Monitor
HB 713- JUD, died without vote

SB 579- JPR- died without vote

Human Services- Public Assistance- Program Modifications
Legislation would alter specified eligibility requirements for assistance; adding mental health screenings to the duties of addictions specialists

NCADD Maryland’s Position> Monitor

HB 731- unfavorable report

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

Legislation establishing the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program in the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; establishing its mission by monitoring the prescribing and dispensing of specified substances by prescribers and dispensers, etc.

NCADD Maryland’s Position> Monitor

HB 918-HGO-died without vote
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